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W94-1181.  Marsilje, Lois M. (1911-2001). 
 Papers, 1866-2001.  17.50 linear ft. 
PARTIALLY RESTRICTED 
 
Abstract 
 
 Hope College, class of 1932; nurses’ training at Presbyterian 
Hospital School in Chicago.  In 1950, she earned an M.A. degree from 
the University of Chicago.  In 1938, she went as a missionary to India, 
and from 1942 onwards, she was a full-time missionary assigned to the 
Arcot Mission in India.  Marsilje worked at the Scudder Memorial 
Hospital in Ranipet, India.  She taught the nurses, supervised their work and, at the end of her 
career, became dean of the nursing school.  She retired in 1974 and spent the rest of her life in 
Holland, Michigan, until her death on February 26, 2001.  Her collection consists mainly of 
personal correspondence, and photographs and slides, which concern her personal life and her 
work in India. 
 
Accession No:  W94-1181 
Provenance:  Lois M. Marsilje 
Donor:   Mike Rannow 
Photographs:  4,619 images (Boxes 1, 2, 5-11) 
Processed by:  Irene van der Lugt, July 2000 
   Michael Douma, June 2002 and June 2003 
 
Biography 
 
 Lois Mae Marsilje was born on March 29, 1911, in Athens, Illinois, to Rev. Peter J. 
Marsilje and Minnie Vander Ploeg.  Her grandfather was Rev. Herman Vander Ploeg, one of the 
very early Hope College graduates.  Her mother was among the group of the first eight women 
graduated from Hope.  Her father was a minister of the Reformed Church, later called into the 
Presbyterian Church.  He worked with Walter Roe in Oklahoma, among the American Indians. 
 Marsilje moved with her parents to Holland, Michigan, and attended Holland High 
School.  From there, she went on to Hope College, graduating with the class of 1932.  Her 
nurses’ training was received in Presbyterian Hospital School of Nursing in Chicago.  During her 
second furlough in 1950, she worked for and secured her master’s degree at the University of 
Chicago.  Her thesis was written on “The Preparation of Indian Nurses for the Teaching of 
Health to Patients.” 
 From the time she was a little girl, Marsilje wanted to be a missionary, and her interests 
and accomplishments all headed toward that ultimate goal.  She was active in local and state 
Christian Endeavor and League for Service; she taught Sunday school and weekday Bible 
school. While at Hope, she worked in the YMCA and did Gospel Teamwork.  She was a member 
of the First Church of Holland. 
 It was through a nurse in America, unconnected with the Reformed and who provided the 
funds for a short term, that Marsilje was able to get a start as a nurse in India.  She was appointed 
on December 8, 1938, and sailed the following month.  In 1942, she was appointed as a full-time 
missionary with assignment to the Arcot Mission.  Here, she worked among the Indians of Asia. 
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Her work in India was mainly teaching the nursing students and supervising their work in the 
ward of the Scudder Memorial Hospital in Ranipet.  Marsilje retired in 1974 and spent the rest of 
her life in Holland, Michigan, until her death on February 26, 2001. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Lois Marsilje collection contains personal correspondence, especially with her 
mother, Minnie Marsilje; files about her work as a nurse and missionary in India; and several 
hundred photographs and slides.  There are a few files with correspondence and ephemera of her 
parents and grandparents.  
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
 Advertisements, n.d. 
 Announcement, Miss Margaret E. Beach, 1931 
 Appraisal, Agreements, and Assessment, 1980 
 Autobiographical Notes, 1992 
 Autograph Book, 1925, 1930 
 Baby Book, 1911-1916 (2 images) 
 Baby Slippers, n.d.  
 Baggage Identification Tag, n.d.  
 Bankbook, India, 1970-1979 
 Bethany Reformed Church, Christian Endeavor, 1900-1901 
 Bible, n.d.  
 Bible Class Lessons and Exam Questions, India, 1946-1973 
 Biographical Information 
  1911-2001 
  Miniature Book, 1848-1957 
 Birthday and Seasons Greetings Cards, n.d.  
 Books 
  Dongerkery 
  The Indian Sari, n.d.  
  First Aid Textbook, American Red Cross, n.d.  
  Kodaicalls, India, 1968 
  Nursing Procedure Manual, Scudder Hospital, 1966 
  Master’s Thesis, Preparation of Indian Nurses, U of Chicago, 1951 
  Peter Marsilje, Sermons, 1900-1912 
 Booklets 
  Old Favorite Songs, 1915 
  School of Nursing, Scudder Memorial Hospital Golden Jubilee Souvenir, 1973 
  Trotty Veck, 1920, 1921, 1925 
 Boomerang (Yearbook) Signatures, 1927 
 Camp Geneva, 1966 
 Cash Box Numbers, n.d. 
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 Cemetery Lots, Pilgrim Home, 1946 
 Certificates 
  Registered Nurse, Madras, India, 1939 
  School of Nursing, Chicago, 1938 
 Christian Endeavor 
  Convention, 1927, 1930 
  Grand Rapids, 1931 
  Pins, 1931, 1933, n.d. 
 Christian Tract, When Silence is Yellow, Graham, Billy, n.d. 
 Church Bulletins, 1928, n.d. 
 Church Letter, 1963 
 Church Music, n.d. 
 Church Pamphlets, 1967, n.d. 
 Circulate Letters, 1939-1961 
 Class Notes, Medical/Science, n.d. 
 Class Record Book, 1965 
 Clippings, n.d. 
 Correspondence 
  Abraham, Rev. and Mrs. A., 1955 
  Aruepragasam, Alice, 1974-1976, 1980, 1986-1987, 1990-1991 
  Basker, Ernest, n.d. 
  Blaise, Levai, n.d. 
  Board of Foreign Missions, 1953, 1966-1969, 1970-1975 (3 folders) 
   
Box 2  
 
 Correspondence (cont.) 
  Boomstra, Dora, n.d. 
  Bowersox, Kate, 1956 
  Church, 1961-1970 
  Dean of Nursing School, India, 1973-1974 
  DeBruin, C. A., n.d. 
  DeVelder, Harriet, 1956 
  DeJong, 1988 
  General, 1921-1980 (6 folders) 
  Jeyaseelan, Vasantha, n.d. (1 image) 
  Johnson, Ivan Sam, Marion, N.Y., 1929-1930 
  Kamala, 1990 
  Lammers, James to Alice Spykerman, Marsilje Family History, 1975 
  Leelamani, Edward, 1996 
  Letters to Friends, 1968-1979 
  Marsilje, Minnie (Mother), 1935-1949 (25 folders) 
 
Box 3 
 
 Correspondence (cont.) 
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  Marsilje, Minnie (Mother) (cont.), 1949-1964 (37 folders) 
  Matthews, Aley, 1953, 1955, 1973-1979 (3 folders) 
  Medial Material, 1957 
  Mohanray, K., Alumni Association, 1982, 1985, 1993, 1994, 1996 
  Muller, Rev. L., 1930 
  Neudoeffer, T. K., 1977 
  Nykerk, Gerry and Rose, 1956 
  Oosterhouse, Mrs. Jake, Genealogy, 1941 
  Paige, Mary D., 1951 
  Personal Letters, 1981-1983 
  RCA, Pension, 1974-1975 
  Salya, P., 1956 
  Saramma, P. H., 1957 
  Spykerman, Alice, 1972, 1973-1974 (2 folders) 
  Swierenga, J. B., 1932, 1934 
  Textbook Nursing School, India, 1962-1970 
  Tote, 1955 
  Travel to India, 1959-1971 
  VanderPloeg, M. B., 1954 
  VanderPloeg, Minnie, Onboard Amsterdam, 1892 
  Winter, Anna R., 1956 
  Cutout Dolls, n.d. 
  Crusade for Christ, n.d. 
  Deed and Abstract from 147 West 14th St., 1972 
  Diary, 1925, 1929 
  Diploma, Master of Arts, U of Chicago, n.d. 
 
 Box 4    
 
  Ephemera 
   n.d. 
   Parents, n.d. 
  Essay, India Looks to Her Future, n.d. 
  Family Book, 1907 
  Family Correspondence (Rev. P. J. and Mrs. Marsilje), 1866-1964 
  Farewell Speech, Second Furlough, 1952 
  Financial Information, checks and receipts, 1909-1943 
  Fifth Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Illinois, Directory, n.d. 
  First Reformed Church 
   Directory, 1949-1987, n.d. (4 folders) 
   General, 1955, 1966-1967, n.d. 
  Funeral Cards 
   1960, 1971, 1988 
   John Marsilje, 1901 
   Rev. H. VanderPloeg, 1893 
  Golden Jubilee Scudder Hospital Ranipet, India, 1973 
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  Good Samaritan Center, Literary Program, 1977-1986 
  Graduation Nursing School and Missionary, 1938 
  Handbook 
   Holland Sr. High, 1926 
   Open Gates, Foreign Missions, 1952 
  Health Issues and Christianity, 1953, 1955, n.d. 
  Health Measurements, 1920-1922, 1925, 1927 
  Heart-Shaped Box, n.d. 
  History of the Friendship Club, 1973-1981 
  Holland, MI, Centennial Celebrations, 1947 
  Honor Award, Van Vuren, Marie J., 1964 
  Hope College 
   Annual Commencement, 1902 
   Alethean Literary Society, n.d. 
   Athletic Association, All College Nite, n.d. 
   Class of 1928 Reunion, 1988 
   Handbook/Diary, 1932 
   Knickerbocker Banquet, 1929 
   Meliphone and Minerva Societies, 1927 
   Official Transcript, 1932 (RESTRICTED) 
   Preparatory Department, 1895 
   Student’s Guide, 1929-1930 
  Hospital Report 
   Grand Rapids, 1944 
   India, 1942, 1944, 1950 
  Invitation, Nursing School Graduation, n.d. 
  Last Will and Testament, TenCate, Townsend, and Cunningham, 1962 
  Letterhead, Flint Tavern, n.d. 
  Magazine Picture, n.d. 
  Magazine Subscription, Nursing, 1974-1975 
  Manuscript Textbook, Nursing School, India, n.d., 1962-1969 
  Mass Mailing, 1949, 1955 
  Medical File, 1950-1973 (RESTRICTED) 
  Medical Information, 1982 (RESTRICTED) 
  Michigan State College, n.d. 
  Minnie Marsilje 
   Bible Searching Almanac, 1930-1931, 1934 
   Dying Wishes, Notes, n.d. 
   Newspaper Clippings, Death, 1966 
   Poem, Librarians Lament, n.d. 
   Poems and Writings, n.d. 
   Sympathy Cards on Death, 1966 
   Wedding, 1908 
  Minnie VanderPloeg, Teachers Certificate, 1903 
  Missionary Letter, 1943, 1946, 1955, 1959 (4 folders) 
  Missionaries of the Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions, n.d. 
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  Mother’s Wedding Announcement, 1908 
  Mother’s Writing, Dr. Wedure C. Maar, Netherlands, 1893 
  Naturalization Records, John Marsilje, 1934 
  Newspaper Clippings, 1951, n.d. 
  Notebooks 
   n.d. 
   Personal Bible study, 1980 
   Religion Notes, 1983-1987 
   The Great Invitation of Christ, n.d. 
  Notepad and Scrap paper, n.d. 
 
 Box 5 
 
  Notes 
   n.d. 
   Family History, n.d. 
   Important Dates, 1905-1912, 1915-1918 
   Paul Harrison, 1931 
   Sewing, n.d. 
  Nursing 
   Evaluation Sheets, n.d. 
   Surgical Nursing Outline, n.d 
  Pamphlet, 50th Anniversary, 5th Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Ill., 1958 
  Paper, What Jesus Thought of Himself, n.d. 
  Parody Songs, 1923 
  Passport 
   1966 (1 image) 
   1976 (1 image) 
  Personal Identification Card, 1983 
  P. J. Marsilje 
   Address Book, n.d. 
   Commission, Oklahoma Mission, 1902 
   Death, 1933 
   Diary, 1876 
   Funeral, 1921 
   Newspaper Clippings, Death, 1921 
   Notebook, Family History, 1881-1914 
   Obituary (in Dutch), 1921 
   Ottawa County Treasurer’s Office, Mortgage, 1914 
   Poems and Clippings, n.d. 
   Property Purchase, 1919 
   Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor, First Reformed Church,  
   1899, 1902-1903 
   Wife’s 27th Birthday 
  Plays for India, n.d. 
  Pocketbooks, Religious Notes, n.d. (3 folders) 
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  Poem, A Hundred Years of Anchorage, Engel, Philip, 1965 
  Political Joke, n.d. 
  Postcards, 1901-1963 
  Presbyterian Hospital, Chicago, 1934, 1943 
  Procedure Committee, Scudder Hospital India, n.d. 
  Programs Services, India, 1946-1975 
  Publication 
   Hope Church News, 1961 
   Jothy Nilayam Journal, 1952 
  Ranipet Church, Centenary, 1956 
  Receipts, Anchor Association, 1929-1931 
  Registered Nurse, 1939 
  Religion Materials, 1978, 1982 
  Retirement Farewells, India, 1974 
  Ribbon, Centenary Celebration, Arcot Mission, 1953 
  School of Nursing of the Presbyterian Hospital, n.d. 
  School Reports, 1920-1927 
  Schoolwork, n.d. 
  Scudder Memorial Hospital, Graduation Exercises, 1965 
  Service of Thanksgiving, Julius C. Savarirayan, 1975 
  Sheet Music, n.d. 
  Signature Book, 1961, 1967, 1970 
  Security Invitations, 1931 
  Teaching Certificate, State of Michigan, 1932 
  Teaching Material for Nursing School, India, n.d. 
  Textbook 
   Religious Training, Nursing School, India, n.d. 
   Nursing School, India, 1951 
  Tickets, International Exposition, Chicago, 1933 
  Trained Nurses’ Association of India, 1946 
  Tulip Time 
   1965, 1966 
   Felt Cut-Out, n.d. 
  University of Chicago 
   Convocation, 1951 
   Grade Reports/Admission, 1950-1951 (RESTRICTED) 
   Master’s Thesis, 1951 
  Value of Household Items and particular effects, India, n.d. 
  Visitor’s Pass, Lansing Oldsmobile, 1928 
  Writings, Notes, Cards, 1965, n.d. 
  WTS  
   Exhibit Labels, n.d. 
   Transcript, 1950 (RESTRICTED) 
   
Box 6 
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 Photograph Album, n.d. 
  Arendshorst, Bernard (1 image) 
  Arendshorst, Will (1 image) 
  Barkema, Antje (1 image) 
  Barkema, Martha (1 image) 
  Blevins (1 image) 
  Boer, A. (1 image) 
  Brunsting, B. (1 image) 
  Ceramen, Mr. and Mrs. (1 image) 
  Cook, Ellen (1 image) 
  Dijkstra, Rev. (5 images) 
  Dunday, W. A. (1 image) 
  Duren, Fam. (1 image) 
  Family (unidentified) (23 images) 
  Fishers, Fam. (6 images) 
  Hasselinks, Fam. (1 image) 
  Hoffman, Fam. (9 images) 
  Hospers, Hendrina (2 images) 
  James, Rev. (1 image) 
  Jane, John, Lois, Esther, Ruth, 1944 (1 image) 
  Johnson, Mary Ellen (1 image) 
  Lanting, Larry (3 images) 
  Marsilje, Lois Mae (3 folders) (112 images) 
  Marsilje, Lois Mae and mother (Marsilje, Minnie) (10 images) 
  Marsilje, Lois Mae and others (unidentified) (2 folders) (71 images) 
  Marsilje, Minnie [cousin] (4 images) 
  Marsilje, Minnie [mother] (3 folders) (145 images) 
  Marsilje, Minnie [mother] and other (unidentified) (2 folders) (111 images) 
  Marsilje, Rev. P. J. [father] (13 images) 
  Marsilje, Rev. P. J. and Minnie Marsilje [parents] (5 images) 
  Marsilje, grandparents (1 image) 
  Marsilje, grandmother (2 images) 
  Mathews, Aley (5 images) 
  Moser, Fam. (4 images) 
  Nijboer, Henrietta (1 image) 
  Rozendaals, Fam. (3 images) 
  Scholten, Ruth (2 images) 
  Stetekee Arendshorst, May (1 image) 
  Stoltz, Dan (1 image) 
  Tetter boys (2 images) 
  Van Eck (1 image) 
  Vande Haan, Maurice (4 images) 
  Vander Ploeg [family Minnie Marsilje] (4 images) 
  Vander Ploeg, aunt (3 images) 
  Vander Ploeg, grandfather (2 images) 
  Vander Ploeg, grandparents (4 images) 
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  Vander Ploeg, Hanna [grandmother] (9 images) 
  Vander Ploeg Jr., Henry James (3 images) 
  Vander Ploeg, Mark (1 image) 
  Vander Ploeg, Paul (1 image) 
  VanderWerf, Rev. and Mrs. (1 image) 
  Van Vuren, Marie (84 images) 
  Waalwijk (1 image) 
  Wagner, Carl (1 image) 
  Wayer, J. (1 image) 
  Weller, Marilyn (6 images) 
  Westerhof, Karl (1 image) 
  Wheater, Mary Elias (2 images) 
  Will, brother (3 images) 
  Williard Vander Ploeg, J. H. (1 image) 
  Workers, Alice (1 image) 
  Zonnebelt, Leonora (1 image) 
 Photobooks, family (2 folders) (91 images) 
 Negatives with explanation 
  Animals (27 images) 
  Anchor staff, 1902 (2 images) 
  Churches/Postcards (6 images) 
  Church supper in Zeeland (1 image) 
  Choral union of Hope, 1900 (1 image) 
  Fifty Year Circle (3 images) 
  Geronimo (1 image) 
  Geneva Lake conference (4 images) 
  Graduation Marsilje, Lois Mae (12 images) 
  Golden Agers, First Church, 1962 (1 image) 
  Holland, MI (60 images) 
  Nursing school Chicago, Marsilje, Lois Mae (40 images) 
  Ottowa, Il, 1912 (1 image) 
  Presbytery of Canadian Elk City, Okla. (2 images) 
  Sunday school teachers, First Church (1 image) 
  Vacations Marsilje, Lois Mae (71 images) 
  Tulip Time, Holland, MI (15 images) 
  Women’s sportclub, 1921 (1 image) 
   
Box 7 
 
 Photographs 
  India, Hospital 
   Scudder, Ida (1 image) 
   Scudder Hospital, Ranipet, India (9 folders) (1,254 images) 
   Scudder Hospital, patients (53 images) 
   Scudder Hospital, buildings (33 images) 
   Scudder Hospital, Nurses (86 images) 
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   Language school (2 folders) (40 images) 
  India, General (6 folders) 
   Agna (34 images) 
   Betsaa/Home, March 1950 (27 images) 
   Cochin (17 images) 
   Darjeeling (16 images) 
   Jeread (12 images) 
   Kodai (15 images) 
   Kodaikanal (177 images) 
   Madanapalle (23 images) 
   Religion and superstition (20 images) 
   Trips to India (64 images) 
  Additional 
   1928, n. d. (8 images) 
   Adulthood, 1950, 1951, n. d. (11 images) 
   Birthplace and Baptism, n. d. (4 images) 
   Childhood, 1911-1930 (12 images) 
   Elderly, 1984, n.d. (9 images) 
   Framed, n.d. (1 image) 
   India, n.d. (16 images) 
   Miniatures, India, n.d. (22 images) 
   Miss Jensen, Colony, Oklahoma, 1911, n.d. (3 images) 
   Mother Minnie VanderPloeg, 1959, 1961, n.d. (6 images) 
   Peter J. Marsilje, 1894, 1895, 1902, 1906, n.d. (11 images) 
   Unidentified, n.d. (9 images) 
   Southwest America, Marie Van Vuren, n.d. (5 images) 
   VanderPloeg Family, 1893, n.d. (6 images) 
   Photograph Album, Scudder Memorial Hospital, n.d. (4 images)  
   Photograph Book, India, n.d. (20 images) 
   Photographic Negatives, Madras, n.d.  
   
Box 8 
 
 Photographs, Unidentified (8 folders) (539 images) 
 
Box 9 
 
 Slides, India  
 
Box 10 
 
 Slides, Personal 
 Book, Church Hymnal and Christian Lyrics, Tamil, 1961 
 Book, Scudder Memorial Hospital, Centenary Report, 1966 
 Book, Golden Jubilee, Scudder Memorial Hospital, 1978 
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Box 11 
 
 Photograph, Oversized, Scudder Memorial Hospital, Christian Endeavor, 1974 (9 
images) 
 Puzzlemap, Southern Asia, n.d. 
 Napkin Art, n.d. 
 
 
  
